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Reformed Theology Meets Artificial Intelligence: A 
Providential Convergence 
Thomas B. Kelley 

Overview: 
Large Language Models (LLMs) – a form of artificial intelligence that can process 
and generate human-like text – are increasingly influential in many fields. 
Within confessional Reformed Christianity, LLMs may seem like an unlikely 
pair with 16th-century confessions and old systematic theologies. Yet observers 
note that Reformed scholars, seminarians, and pastors are uniquely positioned to 
leverage LLM technology. The Reformed tradition’s emphasis on rigorous textual 
study (of Scripture, creeds, and historic theology) aligns with what LLMs do best: 
ingesting vast textual data and answering complex queries. Some have even 
suggested that this intersection of Reformed faith and AI at this moment in 
history appears providential – echoing past instances when new technology 
amplified gospel work. 
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Historical Parallels – Printing Press & Gospel Advancement: 
Christians have historically been quick to adopt technologies for Kingdom 
purposes. Perhaps the clearest example is the printing press in the Protestant 
Reformation. Johannes Gutenberg’s invention around 1440 made mass printing 
feasible, and by the 1500s it became “the single most important factor in the 
success of the Protestant Reformation” (www.worldhistory.org). Earlier reform-
minded figures like John Wycliffe and Jan Hus circulated hand-copied books with 
limited reach, but Martin Luther recognized the power of the press 
and “exploited it brilliantly” (www.worldhistory.org). His 95 Theses, which 
normally would have been discussed locally, “became a bestselling pamphlet” 
within a year (www.worldhistory.org).  

Between 1517 and 1525, Luther published over half a million pamphlets and 
books, out-publishing even Catholic authors and effectively saturating Europe 
with Reformation teaching (www.worldhistory.org) (credomag.com). Historians 
estimate that Luther’s pamphlets alone vastly outnumbered those of his Catholic 
opponents (credomag.com). Simply put, movable-type printing enabled the 
rapid, affordable spread of Reformed doctrine in local languages on a scale 
unimaginable a generation earlier (www.reformation21.org). The Providence of 
God was not lost on observers: in 1472, Bishop Giovanni Andrea Bussi wrote 
that “in our time God gave Christendom a gift which enables even the pauper to 
acquire books” – noting book prices had plummeted 80% with printing 
(www.ncregister.com). What formerly “only the wealthy elite” could access (like 
Bibles or scholarly works) could now be obtained by common people 
(www.ncregister.com). The press was quickly embraced by Protestant leaders; 
John Calvin, Ulrich Zwingli, and others all published their works widely, further 
unifying and spreading Reformed teachings (www.worldhistory.org). 

https://www.worldhistory.org/article/2039/the-printing-press--the-protestant-reformation/#:%7E:text=The%20printing%20press%2C%20credited%20to,controlled%20by%20a%20literate%20elite
https://www.worldhistory.org/article/2039/the-printing-press--the-protestant-reformation/#:%7E:text=Jan%20Hus%20%20%28l,authority%20of%20the%20Catholic%20Church
https://www.worldhistory.org/article/2039/the-printing-press--the-protestant-reformation/#:%7E:text=Martin%20Luther%27s%2095%20Theses%20%2C,of%20Christianity%2C%20largely%2C%20through%20the
https://www.worldhistory.org/article/2039/the-printing-press--the-protestant-reformation/#:%7E:text=Martin%20Luther%27s%2095%20Theses%20%2C,of%20Christianity%2C%20largely%2C%20through%20the
https://credomag.com/2020/11/how-the-invention-of-the-printing-press-helped-advance-the-reformation/#:%7E:text=have%20estimated%20that%20the%20number,inform%20and%20educate%20the%20public
https://credomag.com/2020/11/how-the-invention-of-the-printing-press-helped-advance-the-reformation/#:%7E:text=have%20estimated%20that%20the%20number,inform%20and%20educate%20the%20public
https://www.reformation21.org/articles/the-importance-of-the-printing-press-for-the-protestant-reformation-part-two.php#:%7E:text=disputation%20went%20unanswered%20because%20the,and%20influence%20on%20other%20reformers
https://www.ncregister.com/blog/how-the-printing-press-became-a-source-of-christian-disunity#:%7E:text=To%20get%20an%20idea%20of,%E2%80%9D
https://www.ncregister.com/blog/how-the-printing-press-became-a-source-of-christian-disunity#:%7E:text=given%20the%20tedious%20process%20of,%E2%80%9D
https://www.worldhistory.org/article/2039/the-printing-press--the-protestant-reformation/#:%7E:text=a%20year%20of%20its%20initial,power%20of%20the%20printing%20press
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Of course, not everyone celebrated these changes. Technological shifts often 
bring debate. For example, some in the Catholic Church grew alarmed that cheap 
printed Bibles and tracts encouraged untrained laypeople to interpret Scripture. 
A modern Catholic reflection notes that the printing press “sowed discord within 
Christian circles” by making Christianity feel like a “do-it-yourself” religion 
(www.ncregister.com). Indeed, the explosion of printed materials did contribute 
to religious pluralism (and at times, polemics). Yet from a Protestant 
perspective, that accessibility was a tremendous good – putting God’s Word and 
sound doctrine into more hands. In hindsight, the printing revolution was a net 
positive for biblical Christianity, despite the turbulence it caused. One 
Reformation scholar concludes that without the press, Reformation 
theology might never have gone viral the way it did (www.reformation21.org). 

After the printing press, other innovations further propelled gospel work. The 
late 19th and early 20th centuries saw Christian missionaries leveraging 
steamships and railways to traverse the globe in days rather than months. By the 
1930s and 40s, radio broadcasting emerged as a new pulpit: Reformed 
preachers like Martyn Lloyd-Jones and missionaries like Clarence W. 
Jones (founder of HCJB radio in 1931) used radio to transmit sermons and 
Christian programming across continents. Later in the 20th century, churches 
utilized television and then the Internet to reach audiences far beyond their 
local communities. Each technological era came with detractors – some feared 
radio or TV would trivialize the gospel or foster celebrity preachers – yet many of 

https://www.ncregister.com/blog/how-the-printing-press-became-a-source-of-christian-disunity#:%7E:text=That%20massive%20increase%20in%20accessibility,it%20was%20supposed%20to%20be
https://www.reformation21.org/articles/the-importance-of-the-printing-press-for-the-protestant-reformation-part-two.php#:%7E:text=disputation%20went%20unanswered%20because%20the,and%20influence%20on%20other%20reformers
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these tools proved effective for evangelism and teaching when used wisely. For 
example, by the 1990s, online libraries and Bible software allowed seminary 
students (including Reformed seminarians) to search Scripture and consult 
commentaries with unprecedented speed. Now in the 2020s, digital Bible 
apps make God’s Word instantly available to billions worldwide. In many of 
these cases, technology itself was neutral; what mattered was how Christians 
employed it. Importantly, Reformed churches have generally seen new media as 
falling under God’s providence, to be used in submission to the Word rather than 
feared. 
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Why LLMs Suit Reformed Scholarship: 
Large Language Models – AI systems trained on huge libraries of text – 
represent the latest leap in information technology. These models can digest and 
summarize documents, translate languages, answer questions, and even generate 
human-like explanations. Uniquely, LLMs excel at traversing large bodies of 
literature to find connections or distill meaning. This capability aligns closely 
with the work of a Reformed theologian or pastor. Consider some distinctives of 
Reformed academic practice: 

• Confessional and Historical Emphasis: Reformed Christianity is built on rich 
historical documents (ecumenical creeds, the Westminster Standards, 
writings of Reformers and Puritans, etc.). Scholars and students routinely 
study texts from across centuries. An LLM can be trained on a collection of 
Reformed confessions, Puritan sermons, 
Calvin’s Institutes, Berkhof’s or Bavinck’s systematic theologies, and so 
on – then quickly retrieve and summarize what these sources say about a 
given topic. For example, a student might ask an AI, “What do the 
Westminster Standards say about God’s decree?” and get an instant 
synopsis with references, whereas previously one might manually scour 
the Westminster Confession and Larger Catechism for relevant lines. The 
model becomes a tireless research assistant, crunching through the 500+ 
years of Reformed literature in seconds. Such aid could bring even 
greater clarity and accessibility to the theology we hold dear, especially for 
students and laypeople who don’t have expansive personal libraries. 

• Scripture Study and Original Languages: Reformed seminaries stress 
deep exegesis of biblical texts in the original Greek and Hebrew. Advanced 
LLMs can already translate between languages and analyze linguistic 
patterns. Properly guided, an AI could assist with parsing Greek verbs or 
identifying intertextual links, augmenting (not replacing) the student’s 
own study. In a sense, today’s AI can function somewhat like an ultra-
advanced concordance or language assistant – tasks very much in 
continuity with the way Reformers like Theodore Beza or Matthew 
Henry made exhaustive scriptural indexes or lexical notes by hand. The 
difference is the speed and scope: AI can sift the entire biblical corpus or 
corpus of Calvin’s commentaries almost instantaneously, which could 
uncover insights or connections that might take humans far longer. 

• Systematic Relationships: Reformed theology is famously systematic – 
premised on the coherence of all truth in Scripture. LLMs similarly thrive 
on finding relationships in data. They can help trace how a doctrinal idea 
(say, covenant) is treated across different authors and eras. In effect, AI 
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might help scholars generate thematic surveys or comparative analyses 
with relative ease. Rather than replacing the theologian’s judgment, it 
provides organized raw material for analysis. Used well, this could lead to 
even clearer theology as patterns and nuances are more readily 
observable. (Notably, this requires feeding the AI high-quality, orthodox 
sources – a task for which confessional Reformed institutions are well 
suited, given their defined canons and respected literature.) 

• Educational Reach: Beyond research, LLMs offer a way to teach and 
communicate Reformed theology widely. Imagine a conversational AI 
service trained on sound Reformed material, available to answer questions 
from anyone in the world. A seeker could ask, “What is the Reformed view 
of salvation?” and (ideally) receive a theologically solid, gracious answer 
complete with Scripture references and quotes from the Westminster 
Catechism. In a sense, LLMs might allow the distilled knowledge from 
seminary halls and Puritan libraries to “speak” in everyday language to 
people who would never crack Turretin or Hodge. This democratization of 
knowledge – if paired with faithful curation – carries forward the same 
impulse that drove the translation of Bibles and the printing of tracts: to 
get the truth of the gospel into more hands and hearts. It is not hard to see 
a parallel with Luther’s conviction about vernacular Bibles. Just as the 
printing press put readable Scripture into common folks’ homes, so AI 
might help translate and explain robust theology in plain terms globally. 
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A Providential Moment: 
Reformed Christians affirm that every historical development unfolds 
under God’s sovereignty (Ephesians 1:11). From that standpoint, the rise of AI 
at this exact time can be viewed with optimism tempered by discernment. Just as 
the Lord “made all things work together for good” at the time of the Reformation 
– even using new tools and circumstances to magnify His Word 
(www.stempublishing.com) – so He may intend today’s technological advances 
to serve His purposes. Many note that the Church has consistently used “cultural 
advancements to fulfill the Great Commission” (credomag.com), whether Roman 
roads in the first century or the Internet in the twenty-first. In the case of LLMs, 
their very design (assimilating large text corpora and generating answers) seems 
almost tailor-made for assisting theological scholarship. It’s intriguing that a 
tradition so rooted in texts and learning might find an extraordinary aid in a 
technology built to process text and language. One Reformed commentator, 
reflecting on how Reformers capitalized on the printing press, wrote: “it is 
difficult to imagine the likes of Martin Luther and the other reformers living in our 
world … but I cannot help but think that if they were alive today they would 
attempt to make full use of the technology now available” (credomag.com). In 
other words, the Reformers were not averse to new methods – they were eager 
to use the best tools Providentially available to spread biblical truth. Their bold 
example encourages the Church today not to shrink back from tools like AI, but 
to thoughtfully harness them for the cause of Christ. 

Balancing Caution and Opportunity: 
None of this implies a naïve embrace of every use of AI. As with the printing 
press or the radio, the Church must exercise discernment. Other papers in this 
series (and indeed many Reformed seminaries today) have outlined the dangers 
of misusing AI – from intellectual laziness or plagiarism to potential distortion 
of doctrine if one relies on unvetted sources. Those warnings remain vital. The 
same Reformed principles that guide us in worship and ministry (fidelity to 
Scripture, the centrality of the Church, the importance of ordained oversight) 
should guide our use of technology. In practice, this means LLMs should be our 
tools, not our teachers. The authority in theology stays with Scripture as 
illuminated by the Holy Spirit and articulated in our Confessions – an AI should 
never be treated as an oracle or allowed to supplant a pastor’s responsibility. As 
an analogy, an LLM could be like a very advanced research assistant in a 
seminary library, but it cannot replace the seminary professor or the preaching 
elder. It can collate information, but it lacks the Holy Spirit’s illumination and the 
human touch of pastoral wisdom. 

https://www.stempublishing.com/history/MILLER32.html#:%7E:text=Invention%20of%20Printing%20%E2%80%94%20Improvement,ordained%20to%20precede%20the%20living
https://credomag.com/2020/11/how-the-invention-of-the-printing-press-helped-advance-the-reformation/#:%7E:text=Beginning%20with%20the%20very%20first,%E2%80%9D
https://credomag.com/2020/11/how-the-invention-of-the-printing-press-helped-advance-the-reformation/#:%7E:text=difficult%20to%20imagine%20the%20likes,as%20many%20people%20as%20possible
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When used within proper bounds, however, LLM technology carries immense 
promise for amplifying the strengths of the Reformed tradition. It can help 
us clear away some of the mundaneness of data sifting and give more time to 
meditation, application, and prayer – the truly human and spiritual aspects of 
ministry. It can also guard against forgetfulness: with centuries of Christian 
writings at our fingertips, we are less likely to reinvent the wheel or fall into 
errors that our forebears already addressed. In short, AI can function as a kind 
of memory bank for the church, reminding us of our rich heritage and keeping 
us anchored in it even as we engage new questions. In this sense one might even 
call it a gift of common grace: an inventive good that, when subservient to God’s 
truth, yields benefits to humanity and the Church. 

Conclusion: 
The encounter between Reformed Christianity and artificial intelligence is still in 
its early days, but it shows great potential to be a story of mutual enrichment. 
The same God who used the Roman roads and Gutenberg’s press can use 
computer algorithms for His glory. Far from seeing AI as a threat to true religion, 
many Reformed thinkers view it as a providential opportunity – provided we use 
it as faithful stewards. The lesson from history is that every technological 
revolution (printing, broadcast, digital) brought both challenges and kingdom 
advances. Our Reformed forefathers responded to the printing press with 
discernment and zeal, not fear. Likewise, today’s Reformed community can 
approach LLMs with a grateful but watchful eye: grateful for the unprecedented 
tools to search Scripture and the annals of theology, watchful that these tools 
always serve the cause of truth under Christ’s lordship. With that balance, 
leveraging this new technology could indeed help bring the timeless theology we 
cherish to an even clearer and wider audience – all in God’s good providence. As 
Luther’s contemporary observed of the printing press, “God gave Christendom a 
gift” (www.ncregister.com); many are asking if LLMs might be one of the gifts 
given to this generation of the Church. If so, our call will be to echo the 
Reformers’ spirit by employing the best innovations of our age to “make full use 
of the technology… to provide accessible instruction” in the service of the 
unchanging gospel (credomag.com). 

https://www.ncregister.com/blog/how-the-printing-press-became-a-source-of-christian-disunity#:%7E:text=To%20get%20an%20idea%20of,%E2%80%9D
https://credomag.com/2020/11/how-the-invention-of-the-printing-press-helped-advance-the-reformation/#:%7E:text=difficult%20to%20imagine%20the%20likes,as%20many%20people%20as%20possible
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NOTICES 

 

Transparent Use of AI (Notice) 

Some content was assisted by Artificial Intelligence (AI) for research organization and editorial review. 
We aim to use AI responsibly, guided by: 

• Transparency: readers should know when AI is involved. 
• Accountability: the human author owns the final content. 
• Ethics: we reject harmful, misleading, or discriminatory use. 

 

Contact 

SempRef: semprefcom@gmail.com 
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Scripture quotations are from The ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), © 2001 
Crossway. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 
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